
March 5, 1955 

I+, &Quit3 c.. Reaqq 
Chaixman, Coolmfttee on Transportation 
Qwon~in State Assembly 
State Capftoll UarUson, WJ. 

Peshsps it takes only thm ghastly ocmurrence of a serious auWmbUe, ami- 
dent to rouee people from the$r apathy to highway mfety. Unfortaanately, the 
haldent t&t happened 5, provoke this letter occurs all too oftan, an.3 when 
it does qy touch the hearts and feelings of many people beyond those arho 
suffer injuries dlsscrtly. 

The oipcr~tanaee of this partim&ar accident suggest that the avaAlabLl.ity 
of a safety belt might have mds all the differems. 1 realize that thers are 
my tsoha involved with this subject, and X also knom that the legia- 
lature is preoccupied with olany other pressing problems. For this reason we 
are making a speuial plea that propoeed legislation on the equipment of hew 
cara with safiuy belts be given the met careful,, unbiassed attentiona by your 
aond ttee 0 It would be impossible for any man of compassion to approaoh thias 
kind of issue with a part&em spirit, and I km= that will hot be a considera- 
tion. 2 do fear that the public is not yet well enough inlorlned for the interest 
to be expressed that would certainly follow mre extem%ve discussion and hearings. 
Perhaps there is aleo SORB niaundersWing that ttam nzight be an atteqt to 
compel, by legislation, the invariable use of safety belts, to whioh, naturally, 
there may be soim rd.8t23nce. Them iaaues of technioal .mrit and public intenast 
will be resolved 33 the matter fe fully probed. '3% are u.v#i~~ that it be given 
a high priority ammg the possfeble msans of improving highway s&sty conditions. 

ft is impossible, and would be irrelevant, to eonveythe psraofial anguish 
which this accident has visited on us. The point is just that things llkw this 
"happen all the t&en. 

&. Rright is a student in this departmnt p a research assistant, ami a scientist 
of high @muiaa. His aonditioh still does not allow any prediction of the outcom. 
The sign&&m of the acocmpa&.ng informal pe tftion are just B few of his 
f rbnds, collsa,gws an!, teachers, imluding virtually all of the professorial 
staff of the Cenetice Dspartmmt. These signatures are not, I believe, an uncon- 
sidered mnotional rea.c tion, but a temperate aonclusion that safety be3.t.s may be 
ogle important means of reducing the toll of the highways. 

P.S. Mr. Peter Day was one of the 
arsntionsd survivors of the accident. 
I believe he would be avaU.able for 
testimony, U evidenta of that sort 
would be helpful to the aomittae in 
any way. 

Yours 8 imerely, 

Joshua bderbcrg 
(Professor of 015netlca 
Un3.v6re5ty of Wisconsin) 




